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Danish shipping group’s new facility 
in Shanghai spans 113,000 sq m

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

AP Moller-Maersk, a Danish 
shipping and logistics group, will 
further bolster its land-based busi-
ness in China to tap new growth 
opportunities across the entire 
logistics chain, senior executives 
said.

In a sign of that push, the 
Copenhagen-based firm unveiled 
its flagship logistics center in Lin-
gang Special Area of China 
(Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone 

last week, marking one of its larg-
est global warehousing 
­investments.

Representing an investment of 
over $140 million, the facility spans 
113,000 square meters and offers 
147,000 square meters of storage 
space.

Maersk, which operates in more 
than 130 countries and regions 
and employs around 100,000, said 
the new logistics center offers a 
full suite of fulfillment services 
and is designed to serve custom-
ers in China, across the Asia-Pacif-

ic region, and beyond.
“China is not only the world’s 

largest exporter, but also a key con-
sumer market,” said Vincent Clerc, 
CEO of Maersk, adding that this 
facility will significantly enhance 
the group’s omnichannel fulfilment 
capabilities and further strengthen 
the connection between China and 
international markets.

“It is another testament to our 
commitment to continuously 
evolve our logistics solutions, help-
ing customers overcome trade 
challenges and unlock new growth 
opportunities,” he said.

Silvia Ding, managing director of 
Maersk China, said that China’s for-
eign trade is evolving from an 

export-driven model to a more 
diversified approach, encompass-
ing exports, imports and 
­transshipments. 

Ding said businesses are increas-
ingly seeking unified inventory 
management to meet a wide range 
of trade demands.

“With the omnichannel fulfilm-
ent capabilities of this new ware-
house, customers can now achieve 
this goal and efficiently meet both 
B2B and B2C requirements,” she 
added.

China’s foreign trade grew 3.6 
percent year-on-year to 37.31 tril-
lion yuan ($5.27 trillion) in the first 
10 months, said the General 
Administration of Customs.

Ice, snow tourism boom 
seen ahead of peak winter 
By WANG ZHUOQIONG 
wangzhuoqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

Ice and snow tourism is seeing a 
significant boom in China this win-
ter, the latest report on the sector by 
Tongcheng Travel showed. 

The report highlighted a surge in 
flight and accommodation bookings to 
key ice and snow tourism destinations, 
alongside rising airfare prices and 
growing interest in both domestic and 
international travel during the winter.

Since early November, bookings for 
flights from major cities such as Shang-
hai and Guangzhou, Guangdong pro­-
vince, to top destinations such as 
Harbin, Heilongjiang pro­vince, have 
increased sharply, with expectations 
for continued price increases ­through 
the New Year period. 

The average airfare for popular 
routes is up by more than 50 percent 
compared to early November, with 
tickets from Guangzhou to Harbin for 
the New Year period averaging 
around 1230 yuan ($173.7), 56 percent 
higher than November’s 787 yuan.

The report revealed a shift in 
domestic ice and snow tourism 
trends, with new destinations like 
the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region and the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region on the rise. In 
addition, even plateaus in southern 
cities such as Lijiang, Yunnan pro­-
vince, and Chengdu, Sichuan pro­-
vince, have joined the list of snow 
tourism destinations. 

As the domestic tourism land-
scape diversifies, young travelers 
are increasingly drawn to both icon-
ic snow resorts and the scenic 
charm of historical sites adorned 
with snow. In particular, ski resorts, 
ice and snow theme parks, and cul-
tural tourism activities remain the 
primary draws for winter vacation-
ers, according to the report. 

Famous snow-capped locations, 
and the snowscapes of ancient build-
ings and historical sites, have become 
key spots for social media-driven 
“check-ins” among younger travelers.

The report also pointed to grow-

ing interest in international ski des-
tinations, with consumers increas-
ingly recognizing the cost-
effectiveness of overseas options, 
particularly during peak travel peri-
ods like the New Year and Spring 
Festival holidays. 

Moscow and Almaty are emerg-
ing as favorite overseas destina-
tions, as more Chinese travelers 
seek to capitalize on favorable 
exchange rates and well-established 
ski infrastructure abroad. Per capita 
spending of outbound group ski 
trips starting mid-December is set 
to exceed 10,000 yuan. 

A sharp rise in demand for accom-
modation has been seen for popular 
destination like Harbin and Jilin, 
with homestay bookings spiking by 
over 80 percent year-on-year and 
hotel room rates expected to hit 
annual peaks from mid-December 
through the 2026 Spring Festival 
holiday.

Travelers looking to secure accom-
modation during this high-demand 
period are already locking in rates, 
with room rates in top ice and snow 
destinations set to remain elevated. 

In response to the growing 
demand, Tongcheng Travel has 
announced a new initiative aimed at 
boosting consumption in the ice 
and snow tourism sector. 

It launched a “Snow Travel Card” 
earlier this month in collaboration 
with more than 10 domestic airlines. 
The card offers consumers discounts 
on flights, accommodation and attrac-
tions as well as special offers on brand-
ed snow equipment.

Meanwhile, in the ski tourism 
space, Utour Group, a travel agency 
based in Beijing, unveiled its new 
ski brand, “Utour Ski,” on Wednes-
day. The new platform offers a wide 
range of services, from ski pass res-
ervations to tailored vacation packa-
ges and instructor services. 

Early data indicate a significant 
uptick in interest, with search vol-
umes for ice and snow tourism 
products up 300 percent compared 
to last year.

Maersk unveils $140 million 
logistics center in Lin-gang

A panoramic view of a container terminal at the Shanghai Yangshan Deep Water Port on July 6. ji haixin / for china daily
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Building global minds 
for a connected future
By YUAN SHENGGAO

To meet the needs of today’s inter-
connected world, cultivating talent 
with a global perspective is essential 
for educational institutions, said Wei 
Kwok Kee, president and CEO of the 
Singapore Institute of Management, 
a leading private education institu-
tion that is home to around 16,000 
students from more than 50 different 
countries.

Singapore and China share a part-
nership that has grown steadily over 
the past 35 years, from establishing 
diplomatic relations in 1990 to forg-
ing close economic, technological, 
and cultural ties.

According to Wei, people-to-people 
exchanges, joint initiatives in educa-
tion and research, and coordinated 
efforts in trade and cross-learning 
have reinforced mutual trust and cre-
ated a strong foundation for contin-
ued cooperation across multiple 
sectors.

The Chinese government issued 
the 2024-35 master plan on building 
China into a leading country in edu-
cation in January, which emphasized 
the importance of expanding aca-
demic exchanges, international 
research collaboration, and partici-
pation in global scientific programs.

“SIM is well positioned to support 
China’s vision outlined in the master 
plan. Through our partnerships with 
leading universities from the United 

States, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
and Australia, our learners are 
exposed to foreign pedagogies that 
encourage different ways of thinking, 
problem-solving, and seeing the 
world,” Wei said.

Committed to establishing path-
ways for students to obtain qualifica-
tions recognized worldwide and 
pursue thriving careers, SIM has 
partnered with 10 internationally 
renowned universities, including the 
University of Birmingham, the Uni-
versity of London, RMIT University, 
and the University of Alberta, to offer 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
degree programs. Students are able 
to earn internationally recognized 
degrees at competitive tuition rates 
while studying in Singapore.

By combining global exposure, 
cross-cultural inclusiveness, and 
industry-aligned education, SIM has 
been strengthening the educational 
bridge between China and Singapore. 
It has partnered with a series of Chi-
nese institutions such as Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University, Wuhan Univer-
sity, and Renmin University of China.

In response to the evolving 
demands of China’s education mar-
ket and parental expectations for 
quality education, SIM has also estab-
lished a comprehensive network of 27 
Overseas Teaching Centres across 
major Chinese cities including Bei-
jing, Suzhou, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Wuhan, and Chengdu since 2021.

These centers allow Chinese stu-
dents to complete parts of SIM’s aca-
demic program locally without 
compromising on quality or stan-
dards. The OTC model helps learners 
gradually adapt to Singapore’s teach-
ing methodology and English-lan-
guage environment, ensuring a 
smoother transition to further stud-
ies in Singapore.

Preparing students for the future of 
work goes beyond academic excel-
lence — it’s about cultivating adapta-
ble, industry-ready and lifelong 
learners.

To strengthen learners’ career 
readiness, it has signed memoran-
dums of understanding with major 
regional talent and human resource 
development organizations in China. 
These collaborations have created 
structured pathways for internships 
and employment, helping Chinese 
learners transition seamlessly into 
the workforce. 

This reflects SIM’s broader strategy 
to bridge learning, skills and work 
through a strong ecosystem of indus-
try collaborations, micro-credential 
programs, and applied learning expe-
riences. Students gain exposure to 
real-world problem solving, develop 
digital fluency, and acquire soft skills 
— such as adaptability, curiosity, and 
collaboration — that employers con-
sistently value.

To stay ahead of emerging needs, 
SIM continuously updates its pro-
gram offerings in emerging fields 
such as artificial intelligence, 
machine learning, digital innovation, 
and sustainability to help learners 
build meaningful expertise and 
respond confidently to new and 
evolving opportunities. 

Wei noted: “Singapore has long 
been recognized as a global hub for 
quality education and a trusted desti-
nation for international learners. Its 
education system is known for its 
strong governance and commitment 
to lifelong learning. SIM’s strategic 
direction aligns with this ethos — 
nurturing globally minded, career-re-
silient graduates who can contribute 
meaningfully to the future economies 
of both Singapore and China.”

“Ultimately, SIM’s goal is to help 
learners not only earn a degree, but 
develop the mindset to learn, 
unlearn, and relearn — a mindset 
that keeps them employable and 
future-ready in an ever-evolving 
world,” Wei said.

The Singapore Institute of Management’s campus.
provided to china daily

Educational and cultural exchanges 
peak between China and Singapore
By YUAN SHENGGAO

This year marks the 35th anni-
versary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between China 
and Singapore. As economic and 
trade cooperation between the two 
countries deepens, collaborations 
in education, culture and talent 
training have continued to flourish. 

On Nov 11, Wang Guangyan, vice-
minister of education, visited Singa-
pore and held talks with Lim Wan 
Yong, permanent secretary (educa-
tion) at the Ministry of Education of 
Singapore. The two sides signed 
action plans on university coopera-
tion and educational technology 
cooperation to deepen talent culti-
vation as well as advance digital 
education and vocational educa-
tion.

Earlier in November, during the 
inaugural China-Singapore Educa-
tion Cooperation Forum in Shang-
hai, the Singapore Service Center 
for Scholarly Exchange East China 
Regional Center (Shanghai) was 
launched. 

Based on the “cloud campus” 
concept, the center will be devel-
oped into a cross-border learning 
platform providing Chinese stu-
dents with services such as study 
planning, cultural introduction and 
career development.

Experts at the forum said that 
AI-enabled education has become a 
key direction for global develop-
ment. Educational exchanges and 
cooperation between China and 
Singapore will provide new impe-
tus and opportunities for the use of 
digital tools and talent cultivation.

Lien Siaou Sze, former deputy 
vice-chancellor of Nanyang Techno-
logical University, said that educa-
tional innovation requires 
technological empowerment, the 
integration of humanistic spirit, 
and international perspective. 
In-depth cooperation between Chi-
na and Singapore in education will 
set an example for the opening-up 
and integration of regional educa-
tion.

Following Singaporean Prime 

Minister Lawrence Wong’s visit to 
China in June, China-Singapore 
educational cooperation has been 
deepened. Both sides have agreed 
to establish a more flexible universi-
ty credit transfer system to help 
Chinese students’ participation in 
cross-border programs.

Over the years, Singaporean uni-
versities such as National Universi-
ty of Singapore and NTU have 
become a “stepping stone” for Chi-
nese students applying to European 
and US universities. Some universi-
ties and institutions, including 
NTU and Singapore Management 
University planned to launch Chi-
nese-taught degree programs.

Cultural exchanges between Chi-
na and Singapore are also impress-
ive. Through official events, such as 
the year of culture and tourism and 
art exchange season, the two coun-
tries have promoted the mutual 
loan of museum collections and 
exchanges between art troupes.

The seventh Singapore Interna-
tional Cultural Festival held in 
Singapore in August included 
more than 10 activities such as 
martial art championships, an 
intangible cultural heritage show-
case, international dance contest, 
traditional Chinese medicine and 
wellness expo, tea culture show-
case, and calligraphy exhibition. 
Chinese participants — including 
martial art teams, dance contest-
ants, TCM promotion teams, as 

well as film and calligraphy works 
— delivered outstanding perform-
ances and won multiple awards.

The book A Walk into Singapore, 
published by China Economic Pub-
lishing House and compiled by stu-
dents from the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy at NUS, won 
the cultural exchange contribution 
award at the festival for its in-depth 
interpretation of China-Singapore 
cultural exchanges.

On Oct 31, the exhibition Tran-
quil Sounds of Forests and Valleys 
— Journeys through Mountains 
and Rivers in Ming and Qing Paint-
ing was launched in the China Cul-
tural Centre in Singapore. The 
exhibition features selected land-
scape paintings from the 15th to 
19th centuries collected by the 
National Museum of China through 
high-definition reproductions and 
multimedia technology.

Kong Yuan, director of China Cul-
tural Centre in Singapore, said that 
this is the first time the National 
Museum of China has held an exhi-
bition in Singapore. Coinciding 
with the 35th anniversary of China-
Singapore diplomatic relations and 
the 10th anniversary of the center’s 
establishment, it has extraordinary 
significance. She said she hoped 
that this exhibition will serve as an 
opportunity to promote diversified 
cooperation between cultural and 
museum institutions of the two 
countries.

On Sept 28, guests visit a photo exhibition in Singapore 
celebrating diplomatic relations with China. DENG Zhiwei / XINHUA


